[bookmark: 3fodbtfc7uqeii65mpq43lrllm][bookmark: _GoBack]                                   Unit IV. Political Organization of Space 
[bookmark: 28jrqm0ibemd71n45ogjndp760] A. The contemporary political map has been shaped by events of the past. 
1. [bookmark: 4ogo016o7ujpa4m6ncci3idk9k]Explain the structure of the contemporary political map. 
a. [bookmark: 6av2skoiho2sv317hlq0mahf2d]Independent states are the primary building blocks of the world political map. 
b. [bookmark: 694jau6er1j2clksev2ojud2m4]Types of political entities include nations, states, nation-states, stateless nations, multinational states, multistate nations, and autonomous regions. 
2. [bookmark: 6ndfotc74bc2nk1dmqkl356or4]Explain the evolution of the contemporary political map. 
a. [bookmark: 4k23lb55pjko8l4q04rl4mdmua]The concept of the modern nation-state began in Europe. 
b. [bookmark: 2dhnot2i76mqplef826mn3ftan]Colonialism and imperialism led to the spread of nationalism and influenced contemporary political boundaries. 
3. [bookmark: 7eg9if1gbgevrq1s8gll768p4p]Evaluate the geopolitical forces that influence the contemporary political map. 
a. [bookmark: 1hp18r1lo6rkn7s13g1g89dtst]Independence movements and democratization have shaped the political map since the end of World War II. 
b. [bookmark: 09j9afj7rn7b653tsqt6f6a19p]The fall of Communism ended the Cold War, led to the creation of newly independent states, and changed the world balance of power. 
[bookmark: 7avbaddkt4jqnntp6o6n0r3avc] B. Spatial political patterns reflect ideas of territoriality and power at a variety of scales. 
1. [bookmark: 4fkm5k7bvnjhmld1tl38b5l578]Explain the concepts of political power and territoriality. 
a. [bookmark: 330d4cm65nrvb51b3cnf4s9phq]Political power is expressed geographically as control over people, land, and resources (e.g., heartland, rimland, and organic theories). 
b. [bookmark: 5sakr0th170firb0l0tvcnq9g7]Territoriality is the connection of people, their culture, and their economic systems to the land. 
2. [bookmark: 2k5arbgg2qvtvqctd0qm812tju]Evaluate the nature and function of international and internal boundaries. 
a. [bookmark: 2svp6loqba23pv5esoosn64b1s]Boundaries are defined, delimited, demarcated, and administered. 
b. [bookmark: 43f3gb132jr3s1h4n2b0qrf12h]International boundaries establish the limits of sovereignty and can be the source of disputes. 
c. [bookmark: 1g5nh75ok89m2snp9c1j62f2pg]Boundaries can influence identity and promote or prevent international or internal interactions and exchanges. 
d. [bookmark: 1mrgeue2a87urb05ra28qplj8m]The Law of the Sea has enabled states to extend their boundaries offshore, which sometimes results in conflicts. 
e. [bookmark: 0i3itmg20h84viih9rab35hifm]Voting districts, redistricting, and gerrymandering influence the results of elections at various scales. 
3. [bookmark: 7ggc0idp25drao4kk41rrq66tf]Analyze the spatial relationships between political systems and patterns of culture and economy. 
a. [bookmark: 31a7i85cpqiskemjhdojmdcfvq]Political boundaries do not always coincide with patterns of language, religion, ethnicity, nationality, and economy. 
4. [bookmark: 573sceh3eadduho4b8ar57tsjb]Compare and contrast forms of governance 
a. [bookmark: 4i568aukv95l2sqd574lpk592n]Forms of governance include unitary states (centralized government) and federal states. 
b. [bookmark: 6rhhdol1abmp6u7mi1kc1mbulq]Powers of the subdivisions of states vary according to the form of governance (e.g., the United States and Switzerland as federal states, France as a unitary state). 
c. [bookmark: 3g7eu16oi1c3tcn2pesrmpi0oh]State morphology (e.g., compact, elongated, perforated, fragmented, prorupted states) has economic, political, and social implications. 
5. [bookmark: 7v6pdg6jisa85ro33v1obnhqmf]Describe patterns of local and metropolitan governance. 
a. [bookmark: 7ih6hi1o6hcg9kdj6iegjto7ge]Local and metropolitan forms of governance (e.g., municipalities, school districts, regional planning commissions) are subnational political units that have varying degrees of local control. 
[bookmark: 3kk8gisfntet8hobqu8edgtt84] C. The forces of globalization challenge contemporary political–territorial arrangements. 
1. [bookmark: 5oh1lp6fmbko1d6r7md7u64go6]Explain how the political, economic, cultural, and technological elements of globalization challenge state sovereignty. 
a. [bookmark: 15u4lngtoiv2a0kl0l3aaj03cd]Some forces that may lead to supranationalism include economies of scale, trade agreements, military alliances, and transnational environmental challenges. 
b. [bookmark: 76chhp61r5fvhtafq1ka5f06st]Supranationalism is expressed in the creation of multinational organizations (e.g., UN, NATO, EU, ASEAN, NAFTA). 
c. [bookmark: 2rkrnsru1fac1sbk11jm6rgiif]Some forces that may lead to devolution of states include physical geography, ethnic separatism, terrorism, economic and social problems, and irredentism. 
d. [bookmark: 3b0lkuh8rk469ecj2afhfvu6kf]Devolution is expressed in the fragmentation of states into autonomous regions (e.g., Nunavut, Native American reservations), subnational political–territorial units (e.g., Spain, Belgium, Canada), or Balkanization (e.g., former Yugoslavia, the Caucasus). 
e. [bookmark: 1bj6hmsfrhb88e6gscd9gqnogo]Advances in communication technology have facilitated devolution, supranationalism, and democratization. 
2. [bookmark: 7o5j82b8ilms54udhc8hleg06b]Apply the concepts of centrifugal and centripetal forces at the national scale. 
a. [bookmark: 7ot7esf2pj57jk8qjqkr7d7b32]Centrifugal forces can originate in political dimensions (e.g., majority/ minority relationships, armed conflicts), economic dimensions (e.g., uneven development), or cultural dimensions (e.g., stateless nations, ethnic movements). 
b. [bookmark: 22ro13bj445tacif05ap6ojg76]Centripetal forces can originate in political dimensions (e.g., national identity), economic dimensions (e.g., equitable infrastructure development), or cultural dimensions (e.g., linguistic, religious, and ethnic similarities) 

